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Why Choose A Level German? 
 

Speaking a language in addition to English is more important than ever before in our multi-
lingual global society, but why choose German? 
Learning German provides you with an insight into the way of life, and the hopes and dreams 
of people in German speaking countries, broadening your horizons and improving future ca-
reer prospects. 

 More people speak German as their native language than any other language in         
Europe.  

 The German economy ranks number one in Europe and number four worldwide.  

 Germany is the world leader in engineering. 

 German is the second most commonly used scientific language in the world. 

 68% of all Japanese students study German. What do they know that we do not? 

Enjoyment of literature, music, art and philosophy: German is the language of Goethe, Kafka, 
Mozart, Bach and Beethoven.  

Germany is the world’s second-largest exporter. 

Germany is home to numerous international corporations. 

German is an official language of Austria, Switzerland, Luxembourg, and Liechtenstein. It is 
also the native language of a significant portion of the population in northern Italy, eastern 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, eastern France, parts of Poland, the Czech Republic, 
Russia, and Romania, as well as in other parts of Europe.  
 

What career paths might I follow with A Level German? 

Whatever plans you may have for the future, an A Level in German and the transferable skills 
which learning a language offers will increase your options. When you learn German you ac-
quire a range of skills which can improve the quality of both your work and private life. 
 
Speaking more than one language is a skill which will increase your marketability. Universi-
ties and employers of all sizes and in all industries prefer candidates who speak one or more 
foreign languages.  
 
Germany's economic strength equals business opportunities. Multinational business oppor-
tunities exist throughout the European Union and in the Eastern European countries, where 
German is the second most spoken language after Russian. Companies like BMW, Daimler 
Benz, Siemens, Lufthansa, Bosch, BASF, and many others need international partners. 



What is the content of the course and how is it assessed? 
Social issues and trends—Aspects of German speaking society 
 

Political and artistic culture—Artistic culture in the German-speaking world and Aspects of political 
life in the German-speaking world 
 

Grammar: A level students study the grammatical system and structure of the language and in the 
examinations they will be required to use, actively and accurately, grammar and structures              
appropriate to the tasks set. 
 

Literary texts and films 
Students study a film in Year 1 and a literary text in Year 2. 
 

Individual Research Project 
In Year 2 students develop their research skills by analysing and summarising their findings of a     
subject which is of interest to them and which relates to a country where German is  spoken.  The 
students present and discuss their findings in the speaking assessment. 
 

Paper 1 Listening, Reading and Writing 
Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes. 
100 marks. 50% of A-level. 
 

Paper 2 Writing  
One text and one film from the list of set texts in the specification. 
Written exam: 2 hours. 
80 marks. 20% of A-level. 
             
Paper 3 Speaking  
Speaking test: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes’ preparation time at the start of the test). 
Discussion of a sub-theme (5–6 minutes, 25 marks)  
Presentation (2 minutes, 10 marks) followed by discussion of individual research project (9–10 
minutes, 25 marks). 
60 marks. 30% of the A-level. 

What do our students say about A Level German? 

“A Level German has expanded my knowledge of culture and customs and allowed me to explore and 
understand German film and literature. The course has inspired me to study German at university and 
I love how diverse and relevant the topics covered are.” 
 
“Taking German at A Level was an obvious choice for me! Having a language at A Level instantly 
makes you different to the majority of people, it makes you more employable and means that you can 
connect with people all over the world.” 
 
“German is a really flexible subject that covers a broad range of topics. While challenging, it’s such a 
rewarding subject, and a language is a useful skill to have.” 
 
“I think that a knowledge of foreign languages is important and is acknowledged by people and      
allows you to do anything with it. I love how, although sometimes challenging, German at A Level   
expands highly your knowledge from GCSE. Also how a lot of topics are current, and I’ve enjoyed the 
study of the play and film as I never have before and it’s made me want to do more!” 



Specification 

Exam Board— AQA 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-

level/german-7661 

 

Entry requirements 

At least GCSE Grade 6 in German 

For further details please contact 
 

Mrs K Carthy 

Head of German 

Spalding High School, Stonegate, Spalding, PE11 2PJ 

01775 722110 

enquiries@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/german-7661
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/german-7661

